MY EXPO NENT O NLINE

Home

About

Advertis e

Publications

Submit Content

Subs cribe

Events

Sign in

Regis ter

Search the Exponent

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 20 13

FEAT URED:

Fighting Cancer

KISLEV 10 , 5 7 7 4

Inside Magazine

Classifieds
COMMUNITY
HEADLINES
Cult ure

Blogs

Events

OPINION

Newsmakers

LIFESTYLE

Mazel Tov

CULTURE

Mitzvah Heroes

Death Notices

JUDAISM

ISRAEL

Film & Te le visio n

Merion Station Actor on a Role

FILM & T ELEVISIO N

OCT OBER 23, 20 13
By: Greg Salisbury
Rob Steinberg has dis covered there
is a downs ide to being involved in
one of the mos t critically acclaimed
and anticipated films of the year. “I’m
having trouble keeping the days
s traight right now — I’ve been to
three premieres on three coas ts in the
las t week,” he explains .
Enlarge Image »
Rob St e inbe rg (st anding) on t he se t of t he
f ilm, 12 Ye ars a Slave .
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He may have been a little confus ed as
to which day it was during a recent
phone interview, but the 54-year-old
native of Merion Station is fully
aware that his role in 12 Years a

Slave is one of the bigges t of his 24-year career.
Steinberg was in town for the Philadelphia premiere of the film at the 22nd annual Phila
delphia Film Fes tival on O ct. 19 at the Kimmel Center. Steinberg s hares billing with,
among others , Chiwetel Ejiofor, Michael Fas s bender and Brad Pitt.
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Steinberg plays the pivotal role of Cephas Parker, a s tore owner in Saratoga, N.Y., the
hometown of Solomon Northup, the film’s protagonis t.
“Cephas Parker is bas ed on a real pers on,” Steinberg explains . “He was friends with
Solomon,” who is played by Ejiofor.
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Parker was involved in the events that turned Northup from a freeman fiddle player with a wife, children and a home into a
kidnapped s lave s ubjected to brutality that went far beyond even the graphic repres entations in the film, which is bas ed on
Northup’s 1853 autobiography, Twelve Years a Slave.
Steinberg currently has another film in releas e, Grace Unplugged, and he has been involved in more than 60 other
productions , as an actor, producer, writer or a combination of all three.
Not a bad res ume, es pecially when cons idering he never planned to go into acting. Until he was involved in a s erious car
accident in 1986, Steinberg was happily and s ucces s fully involved in the mus ic bus ines s .
“My mom likes to blame the head injury” on the change of career, he jokes . “After a near-death experience, you have a lot
of time to reflect and think about the things that are important. I thought maybe I could trans fer that into the craft of acting.
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Steinberg has achieved his recent s ucces s in a geographically contrarian fas hion: A few years ago, he decided to move
from Los Angeles to New O rleans , which he has felt drawn to s ince his days as an undergraduate at Tulane Univers ity,
which he attended upon graduating from Lower Merion High School. He threw hims elf into the culture of the Cres cent City,

Fa ce b o o k s o ci a l p l u g i n

which meant getting more involved with the local Jewis h community: The former member of Adath Is rael joined a local
s ynagogue and has emceed events like the city’s Chabad Chanukah and a Hadas s ah fundrais ing event called Bra-Veaux.
Ironically, s ince his move, he s ays he has never worked more. In addition to the two feature films , Steinberg is als o
s hooting the las t s eas on of the HBO s eries , Treme, which is s et in New O rleans .
“I went there to do s ome writing and maybe find a new way for mys elf. But then, everybody wanted to work with me —
the complete oppos ite of L.A., where no one wanted to work with me!”
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